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Dates to Remember 
February 
Thursday 26th – St John’s Catholic Primary School Open Morning 
Friday 27th – Final date for uniform order forms & payments 
Saturday 28th – Working Bee at the Kinder  (9:30am-11am) 

March 
Tuesday 10th – Committee Meeting 
Friday 13th – Rangeview Pre-School Family Picnic (5:30pm-7:30pm) 
Wednesday 25th – St John’s Catholic Primary School Open Morning    

Working Bee 

It is time for our first Working Bee on Saturday 28th February. 

Please help us make our beautiful kinder look even better. Please write 
your name  
on the attendance sheet in the foyer if you can help. 

Please bring gloves, rakes, secateurs, general maintenance equipment, 
etc. 
Jared and Rob look forward to seeing you there! 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact either Jared on 0448 
039 616  
or Rob on 0404 510 411. 

What to look out for inside this edition: 
• Director’s report
• President’s report
• 2015 Committee of Management contact details
• Second hand uniform information
• 3 and 4 Year Old Group reports
• Recipe
• Social Event – Pre-School Picnic
• Grief and loss resource details
• St John’s Catholic Primary School Open Morning
• Uniform order form

Ongoing Fundraising 

Bakers Delight Brentford 
Square: 
Mention Rangeview Pre-
School before you place 
your order and Bakers 
Delight will forward 5% of 
the sale amount to the pre-
school.  Please tell all of 
your family and friends! 

Aussie Farmers Direct: 
Existing customers just need 
to ask to be linked to 
Rangeview Pre-School. The 
Pre-school will receive a 
percentage of sales. 

Toyworld Forest Hill 
Chase: 
Mention Rangeview Pre-
School when you make a 
purchase from Toyworld and 
they will donate 4% of the 
sale amount to the pre-
school. 

Communities Supporting 
Each Other 

Thanks to all those 
Businesses that offer 
support. 

Worm Juice For Sale 

Good present for those 
who like gardening! 

Follow us on 
Facebook 
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Director's Report
A very warm welcome to all in our Rangeview Pre-school Community. It has been lovely to meet 
our new families and to greet our returning families.  A very special welcome also to Lisa Pacconi 
in our 4 year old room. It has been lovely getting to know her and already the team is in full swing 
sharing ideas and knowledge that will benefit the children and our families. I know you will all  help 
to make her feel very welcome.

As you can imagine, there is a lot to be done before the children come and 
explore in the kinder rooms. I want to thank all the staff who came in and out 
over the the holidays and the beginning of term.   The rooms are looking great 
and the storerooms and sheds have all had a clean through as well. The staff 
are currently preparing for our first Assessment and rating cycle,  which means a busy time 
ahead for us.  Staff are also beginning their First Aid updates over the coming weeks. At 
Rangeview Pre-School, all staff hold certificates in First Aid,  CPR, Asthma Management 
and Anaphylaxis Management. We really have a fantastic team of educators at our pre-school 
and I appreciate all  the time and effort they all put in. Thank you.

As with all new beginnings, it seems like paper work outweighs the joy of the 
experience. However, the forms you all completed for us on enrolment are an 
important part of belonging to a Pre-school community and I thank you for your 
patience and understanding as staff make sure all forms are complete and accurate 

for our records. We have found the individual interview process extremely valuable in sharing 
information  and I want to thank you all for your participation. If however, you have been asked 
to bring in further information, we would appreciate this as soon as possible so that we ensure 
that the Pre-School is adhering to the Regulations.

Coming up:  Our family picnic night on the 13th March. This is a 
wonderful evening where the children and their families can come to kinder 
and meet other lovely members of our community.
Please read more further in the newsletter.

The first working bee of the year  is on the 28th February, details also further 
in the newsletter. Working bees are a terrific way to support your Kinder as 
well as getting to know other families at the Pre-School.

There is always a lot going on so if you have any questions please feel free to ask the staff, if 
we do not have an immediate answer we can certainly find out for you.  I am available most 
mornings before session and then after sessions to help with any queries, questions or concerns 
that you may have. Please feel free to phone or pop in to the 3's room or office to see me.
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Every new year brings with it a variety of challenges and excitement. I am  looking forward to 
sharing amazing experiences with you and the children as they continue their learning and 
development journey as part of this wonderful community.
Kim

Our Community
Our Community is remarkable and is one of the reasons I love my work so much.  
It seems that regardless of the challenges we face,  we have only to reach out our 
hand and there is someone  there ready to offer care and  support.   It is truly 
heart warming how our Community come together to support each other. 

To our beautiful Prescott family, we offer you all our love and prayers after the 
loss of Timmy.  

Kim

Warm and Trusting relationships are fundamental  to learning in the  
moment

In The Foyer

Noticeboards:The foyer contains a lot of information about the sessions 
and what is happening around our preschool. There is also a huge variety of 
community notices for families, inviting you to many of the events and 
experiences that are happening around our community.  
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Parent Library: The parent library is also available in the foyer.  These resources are 
available for you to borrow, please  fill in the book provided to sign out the items you wish to 
read.  If you have any suggestions of other resources we could add to this library please come 
and let me know.

Reflective Journals:  The children's learning is recorded in our Reflective Journals. Please 
take the time to read through these journals as they give a beautiful picture of the children's 
learning within the programs.  You are most welcome to include your 

Worm Juice:  Our worm farm is an important part of our recycle process at kinder. The 
children's food scraps are collected and put into the farm for the worms to eat. The castings are 
used around the gardens and the worm juice is collected, bottled, labelled and placed in the 
foyer for families to purchase.  Worm juice is a wonderful nutrient rich liquid for your gardens 
that  will help your gardens flourish.

Second Hand Uniform: Second hand Uniforms are available in the foyer. Envelopes 
have been placed in the box with the uniforms. Envelopes can be placed in the fundraising  slot 
of the cupboard.

Sign in Book

For some reason the Sign in book always seems to cause some confusion with some of our 
families.  The sign in book is a requirement that must be accurate as it is the legal attendance 
document at our pre-school. Please follow your child's number 
across to the same numbered section on the sign in page. Please 
write the sign in time , your signature and the name of the person 
coming to pick up.  At the end of the session write the time you 
picked up and your signature. Thank you.

Children at risk of Anaphylaxis
We currently have children attending the pre-school that are at risk of Anaphylaxis. 
This is more than just an allergic reaction to a substance but a life threatening event. 
Please for the safety of all of our children,  we ask that you do not include nut 
products in snack / lunch boxes.
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President’s Report 

Welcome to all our new and returning families and staff, I hope you had a relaxing holiday and are ready for 
the year ahead. 

Our 4 year old room commenced the New Year an excited vibe with Lisa Pacconi joining the teaching team. 
Please make her feel welcome.  For those of you eagerly awaiting the baby news…..there is none yet, baby 
Donnelly is happily keeping the world guessing.  

On February 2nd the pre-school was informed by the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (DEECD) that we have commenced our assessment and rating cycle.  We have been advised 
that our assessment will take place between March 5th and April 6th, we will be given 5 days’ notice of the 
exact date.  `The purpose of the assessment and rating is to whether, and at what rating services meet the 
National Quality Standards and regulations.’  An authorised officer will visit our pre-school to observe our 
practise, talk to staff, educators and review relevant documentation. 

Part of this process requires our staff to submit our Quality Improvement Plan, a working document that has 
been in action since July 2012. The staff should be very proud of the work they have done so far.  The staff 
and committee will continue to work on this document leading up to the assessment.   

The Committee of Management has approved 2 days paid preparation per teacher and 1 day paid 
preparation per co-educator.  This is in line with recommendations from pre-schools who have already 
participated in the assessment process. 

The community of Rangeview Pre-School is truly amazing.  We’ve started the year under some of the 
saddest circumstances.  The support offered to the Prescott family, our staff and each other is heart-warming 
- thank you.  The days ahead will continue to be dark for some, but our continued support of each other will 
help shed some light.  We will keep you informed as we move forward with opportunities to support the 
Prescott family and each other. 

 I would like to thank, in advance, all of the committee for volunteering their services this year.  We have 
fantastic team assembled and we hope that we can deliver you a fun, interesting and a social year, starting 
with the Family Picnic on Friday March 13th. 

If you have any questions or queries about the goings on around the kinder, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me or any of the committee members. 

Genevieve Hammerton 
President    

Newsletter & Electronic Media Officer Introduction 

Hello and welcome to the first Rangeview Pre-School newsletter for 2015.  My name is Chris and I will be 
compiling the newsletter each month.  I have a son, Benjamin, in the 4 Year Old Yellow Group, and it’s his 
first year at the Pre-School.  Please feel free to email me any content you wish to share with the Pre-School 
community – recipes, lunchbox ideas, news, photos etc.   My email address is news.rangeview@gmail.com 
and I look forward to hearing from you. 
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2015 Committee of Management 

Genevieve Hammerton President  
president@rangviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Lara Lyon Vice President 
vp@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Jess McKay Treasurer 
treasurer@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Anna Drummond Secretary 
secretary@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Jared Andison Maintenance Officer - 4YO 

Robert Kennedy Maintenance Officer - 3YO 

Gabrielle Webb Enrolments Officer - 4YO 
4yo.enrolment@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Rachel Watkins Enrolments Officer - 3YO 
3yo.enrolment@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Jenny Boadle Marketing Coordinator 
marketing@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Chris Robinson Social & Fundraising Co-ordinator 
fun.rangeviewps@gmail.com 

Joan Kennedy Social & Fundraising Co-ordinator 
fun.rangeview@gmail.com 

Jo Harrop Social & Fundraising Sub-Committee 

Samantha Bigelow Social & Fundraising Sub-Committee 

Christie Prescott Social & Fundraising Sub-Committee 

Katy Hague Social & Fundraising Sub-Committee 

Kafay Siu IT Support Officer 

Ying Li IT Support Officer 

Chris Harrop Newsletter & Electronic Media Officer 
news.rangeview@gmail.com 

Victoria Betts Grants Officer 

Matt Mumme Grants Officer 

Luarna Pollard Bookclub Organiser 

Tracey Ewison Purchasing Officer / Gen Comm 

Belinda Howe WPSA rep / Gen Com 

Kyla Petrilli Parent Rep  Co-Ordinator / Gen Com 
parentrep.rangeview@gmail.com 

Caitlin Porter General Committee 

Michelle de la Pierre General Committee 

Hayley Bryant General Committee 

Cass Andison General Committee 

Jane Christiansen General Committee 
Kirsten Boxall General Committee 
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Rangeview Pre-School has a brand new 
committee for 2015 and its members are already 
working hard. There are some great fundraising 
and social events planned for this year which will 
help us get to know one another, and of course 
lots of opportunities to help maintain and develop 
the kinder. Here’s a list of people on the 
committee who you might need to contact, along 
with the areas in which they can assist. If there is 
no official Rangeview email address listed, 
contact the secretary for the person’s private 
email. 

Just about anything you need to know about the 
kinder is probably in the cranial memory bank of 
our long-serving president, Genevieve: 
president@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au  

Her able second-in-command, Lara, helps look 
after our staff and coordinates the parent survey, 
and is also a good bet for questions: 
vp@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au  

Our treasurer, Jess, has such good financial skills 
she could run a bank. Ask Jess if you have 
questions about fees: 
treasurer@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au  

If you need to get in touch with anyone, distribute 
information or if you have AGM questions, our 
secretary, holder of lists and typo expert, Anna, 
can help: 
secretary@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au  

Our all-important enrolment experts Gabrielle 
(4yo) and Rachel (3yo) are the people to ask 
about enrolling at kinder for next year, group 
preferences and allocation of places: 
4yo.enrolment@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 
3yo.enrolment@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Super-handy Rob and Jared are our Maintenance 
Officers; they organise our working bees and 
coordinate all other maintenance work that 
happens around the place. They both have a 
licence to drive a wheelbarrow. 

Chris and Joan are our energetic and dedicated 
fundraising coordinators and, with their team, are 
already hard at work planning a bevy of fun 
events and fundraisers for the year. Contact them 
with contributions, questions, offers of help, 
suggestions, offers of help and more offers of 
help: fun.rangeviewps@gmail.com  

You will already have received your book club 
catalogue from our expert bibliophile, Luarna, who 
is the person to contact with any questions. 

Our Newsletter and Electronic Media Officer this 
year is a media expert – he even works in the field 
in his day job. Anything to do with our website, 
newsletter or Facebook page: Chris is your man. 
Ask him about our new twitter account too: 
news.rangeview@gmail.com  

Our glowing marketing officer, Jenny, is your go-to 
person for uniform orders, Open Day and the 
foyer noticeboards: 
marketing@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au  

Our resourceful grants officers, Victoria and Matt, 
are already scouting out funds for building, 
playground and other improvements and they’d be 
pleased to hear of any funds being awarded by 
your workplace. 

Finally the lovely Kyla looks after our parent reps. 
She is at parentrep.rangeview@gmail.com  

Parent Representative needed for 2015 
The parent representative role is a social role (not 
a committee role), created to help people feel 
welcome at the kinder and to give them someone 
to go to if they have any queries or concerns and 
are not sure who to contact. Each kinder group 
has a representative, who will also forward on 
reminders and other kinder information, and 
organise social catch ups (plays-in-the-park, 
morning teas, dinners). 

Many thanks to our parent reps who have 
volunteered for 2015: 

3 YEAR OLD 
Willow Group 

Jodie Dakic (Chloe):  jodiecoster@yahoo.com 

Jacaranda Group 
Fabienne Parr (Ejijah & Mae White):  

fabienneparr@yahoo.com.au 

4 YEAR OLD 
Blue 

Erica Peters (Remi):  thechiclittleshed@gmail.com 

Yellow 
Luarna Pollard (Madison):  luarna76@live.com.au 

Green 
Cass Andison (Max):  cassmadin@yahoo.com 

Red 
No parent rep as yet  

(I will forward any info on to the group for the 
moment: parentrep.rangeview@gmail.com). 

If you are in red group and would like more info on 
the role, or to volunteer to be the parent rep, 

contact Kyla on 0402 216 088, or at 
parentrep.rangeview@gmail.com. 



Willow & Jacaranda Group News

Welcome to all our families joining us in our Jacaranda and Willow Groups, we are very 
happy to be able to put faces to the names we have had on our lists. The beginning of the 
year is always very busy and at times hectic as we exchange information and begin to get 
to know you and your wonderful children. 

I know that the shorter sessions can be a little messy for our families, however we do find 
that the smaller groups and shorter sessions allow all the children the opportunity to 
adjust to a new environment and new people around them. It is quite normal for there to 
be a few tears as parents drop off, though most of the children have settled well and are 
beginning to find their way around our kinder.  We appreciate the support of all our 
families as children become settled.

Separating
For some of our children and our parents, separating from loved ones can be difficult. It is 
important that children and parents feel comfortable about being left and leaving. Most 
children go through the process of separation anxiety. I have placed an article “Making 
Goodbyes Easier” further in the newsletter for you to read.

We find that developing a consistent routine helps to alleviate 
some of the anxiety that some children may feel. The start of the 
session can be extremely important in how your child may deal 
with the day.  We ask that you please arrive on time so that your 
child can join their friends on the mat at the beginning of the 
session.  This helps your child develop a sense of belonging to 
their group.

Always say goodbye to your child when you are leaving, let 
them know that you will be back at the end of the session and then go quickly without 
lingering. 

Even if your child is a little upset, we find that after a short while the tears usually subside. 
Please be assured that we will call you if your child distress is ongoing.

Our routines help us to provide a nurturing environment for our children, teaching them 
what is expected, providing reassurance and developing a  sense of belonging and 
wellbeing. However long (or little) time it may take, you will usually notice a new 
confidence in your child once they overcome this stage.  Learning to trust is an enormous 
step for children and we want it to be as easy as possible.  
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During our shorter sessions we have enjoyed sharing some fruit with our friends.  The 
watermelon was very popular and very refreshing on the hotter days and we also enjoyed 
grapes, apple and banana. While we have eaten the children have been eager to share with 
us their favourite fruits and vegetables and some that they do not particularly like.

The children have also been encouraged to drink water, as this helps their bodies stay 
hydrated and healthy.  

Our first short day was an opportunity to say “Hello” and explore the room. The home 
corner is always a wonderful space to develop social skills and use the imagination. We 
have been enjoying lots of cups of tea and biscuits as we sit together at the table. It is 
delightful to engage with the children as we get to know each other.

Painting is a wonderful opportunity to learn about and 
explore colours. Whatever strokes the children use on the 
paper they are learning to control their movements as they 
position the brush and move it about the paper.  Every 
painting tells a story, some simply show colours whereas 
others are more elaborate with tales of rainbows, gardens 
and people.

The children have been 
investigating shapes and 
colours at the pasting 
table.  

We joined the 4 year old groups on our second day in our 
outside play space.  Many of the children were a little shy 
at first, but soon began to roam the yard with us.  The sand 
pit and water course were a definite favourite and the 
outdoor kitchen provided wonderful opportunities for the 
the children to interact with each other.
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The children have been learning some new songs and 
rhymes.  “Mr Teddy” and “Fuzzy the Clown”  allow the 
children to show us their dancing skills.  We have some 
real groovers in our groups.

Healthy lunch boxes for children
Please remember we are encouraging healthy eating and drinking habits 
throughout our routines.  We aim to have snack at about 11am.  Please 
provide your child with two or three healthy items to choose from in their 
named snack box. Cheese, yoghurt, fruit, vegies, a small sandwich are a 
good place to start. As we observe the children we will be able to let you 

know if more or less is required in their snack box.  The healthier the food items   the 
more sustained the children will be as they participate in the session. Children do not 
require their own drink bottle at kinder, as we provide them with water to drink. 

Family Photo

We would like to invite the children to bring in a photo of their family to 
share with us and to become a part of our community tree.  The photo only 
needs to be a  standard size photo (10cm x 15cm). 
The photo provides an opportunity for children to 
share with  us a little about their family and makes a 

connection with them between home and kinder. Having a photo of 
their family can be reassuring and  helps to build upon the 
children's sense of  belonging to our kinder community.

The children have a lot to take in, learn and cope with in the first term 
of kindergarten. They are learning to be a part of a group, and that we 
must listen to and be respectful of others. They are discovering that 
sharing and taking turns is a big part of kinder life.  As they play the 
children are learning to think, solve problems, concentrate, act with 
confidence, create, take responsibility, use initiative, experiment, 
choose, discover, cooperate, persevere and practise what they are 
learning, take risks and question. 

Wow, that is a lot of learning!

Our journey has begun  and we are looking forward to sharing many interesting ideas and 
experiences with your children. I will be giving more information on the program over the 
next week so keep an eye on your pigeon holes / email. Please feel free to chat to me about 
any concerns that you may have regarding your child, the program or any other issues. 
Again a very big WELCOME to you all.

Kim, Amelia and Betty
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Making Goodbyes Easier.
Remember, separation anxiety is a normal stage of development. You won't be able to head 
off every legcling or tearful goodbye, but you can help do things to strengthen confidence 
and security about your return.

• Be calm and consistent. Create a goodbye ritual
during which you say a pleasant, loving, and firm
goodbye. Stay calm and show confidence in your
child. Reassure him or her that you'll be back – and
explain how long it will be until you return using
concepts your child will understand, such as after
story time.  Give him or her your full attention
when you say goodbye, and when you say you're
leaving, mean it; coming back will only make things
worse.  Don't stall or repeat goodbyes; that will just
make your child more anxious and clingy.

• Follow through on promises. It's important to
make sure that you return when you have promised
to return. This is critical, and there can be no
exceptions. This is the only way your child will
develop the confidence that he or she can make it
through this time.

• Listen to your child's feelings. Let your child know
that you understand his / her feelings and reassure
him / her that you'll return. A statement such as “I
know you're felling sad. I'll miss you too” is more
helpful than telling a child that he's making a fuss over nothing.

Reminders

 Sunsmart Center   

Please make sure your child has their hat every day. A 
legionnaire style or broad brimmed hat with a minimum 5cm 
brim is required from the beginning of September until the 
end of April.
A good idea is to leave one in their locker. Maybe even attach 
something to it to help them recognise their hat, such as a 
ribbon, badge etc. as many children at this stage cannot 
recognise their name yet. 

  Please also remember to have sunscreen on your children prior to each 
session.

Rangeview Ramblings Page 11 February 2015 



 Change of clothes   

Children do at times have accidents and may require changing. Please 
keep a change of clothes, underwear and socks in your child's bag.
Please also read the attached clothing policy especially as to suitable 
clothes in hot weather.

 Name all clothing please   . We do at times need to change the children, 
please clearly name all items; hats, jumpers, tshirts, socks, underwear 
so that they do not become lost.

 Footwear   
Appropriate footwear is essential; sandals or sneakers 
are a good choice for children's feet at kinder as they 
allow the children to safely climb, run and move about 
the play spaces.

 Lockers    Jacaranda & Willow Group Children share a locker. Please be 
be aware to take only your child's art work and belongings and be 
respectful of any items left in the locker. At the end of each session 
only hats should be in the locker, however, sometimes items are 
forgotten or children have been away.

 Children's Bags   
It is helpful to your child to have a bag that is big enough to keep a 
change of clothes, their hat, their snack box and their art work. Small 
bags cause frustration for the children learning to put their belongings 
away and often mean that items are left out of the bag.
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We have had a very busy and happy start to the year 

with our 4 year olds groups at Rangeview Pre School.  

Children are already 

settling into the 

routine of the room and exploring new experiences and making 

new friends.  As a team we are enjoying seeing the beautiful 

faces of our new groups arriving each day as we get to know 

the children and their families.  

 Interviews 

Thank you to families for coming along to our interviews at 

the start of term.  At the beginning of each year we are focussed on getting to know our 

families and ensuring that all our paperwork is complete.  This is an important time for us to 

meet you and talk about your child, their interests and discuss individual goals for the year.  

This helps us in our planning to ensure that we achieve the best possible outcomes for each 

child during their year in Kindergarten.     Additionally, we welcome your input and advice 

regarding your child throughout the year.  Thank you to all our families for assisting us to 

welcome your precious children to our Pre School. 

Our Program:  

During our first weeks of Kindergarten we have focussed on 

creating the routines of the program and providing an environment 

in which the children are involved in familiar activities such as play 

dough, puzzles, painting, drawing as well as a range of sensory 

experiences including water beads and kinetic sand. During this 

time children are creating connections with new friends and 

teachers and exploring their new learning environment.  
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During our first week in our smaller groups we spent 

time singing getting to know you songs such as Bee 

Bee Bumble Bee and Roll the Ball.  We also spent time 

together on the mat as a group at story time.  As our 

program is emergent and evolves based on the 

interests of the children we have used this time to 

get to know one another and observe each child’s 

interests. 

Weekly Reflection 

At the beginning of each week our weekly reflection will be on display in the foyer. This is a 

document which recounts the previous week in 4 year old kinder, illustrated with photos of the 

children.  Each week we use observations of the children and their individual reflections to 

inform our planning for future experiences. 

Orientation 

The past two weeks have been a settling 

in time at Kindergarten.  During the 

children’s’ first week they met with their 

main group which comprises 13 children.  

This provides us with time to really get 

to know each child as we begin to develop 

relationships to ensure that children feel 

safe, secure, supported and connected to 

their environment.   

At the beginning of our first session we took the children on a guided tour of the room in 

order to familiarise them with the layout of the room and introduce the learning experiences 

within the space.   
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Last week children attended for longer 

sessions and met the children from 

other colour groups.  During this time we 

sang songs to learn our names and spent 

time together as a group during mat time 

and for snack and lunch time.  During 

this time (community time) children are 

able to sit where they choose and engage 

in exploring and establishing new 

friendships. 

Focus Children 

Next week we will begin our 

focus groups. During the week 

that your child is our focus we 

take observations of their day 

and use this information to 

inform our planning.  This 

information is used to plan 

experiences that will be of 

particular interest to your child and build on their understandings.  

From this, we will write learning stories which will be placed in 

each child’s Learning Journal.  The Learning Journals are on display in the kinder room (on the 

shelf in the writing centre).  The schedule for focus children is on display in the kinder foyer.  

Each day when we arrive at Kindergarten: 

we put our lunchbox on the trolley 

we wash our hands  

 and then we sit on the mat. 
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The Importance of a Play-Based Program    

The Importance of play in Early Childhood Education 

The Examiner 

 March 3, 2010 
Have you ever felt frustrated when repeatedly asking your child what 

they did in preschool today and they constantly answer; “we just 

played.” Have you had the chance to observe your child’s class and all you see is your child playing with 

other children? Or even worse you see your child’s teacher and the only thing he/she seems to be doing is 

playing as well. You send your child to preschool to learn the basics so that they will be ready for School, 

right? Why are they wasting so much time playing? What you may perceive as wasted time is actually an 

essential and necessary part of your child’s development and learning process.  

To play is to engage in or to function or perform. When your child is playing in the Dramatic Play or Block 

area in preschool they are not simply playing with toys. They are developing cognitive, socio-emotional and 

physical skills. Some of the cognitive skills being learned are curiosity, problem solving, intentionality, verbal 

skills, etc. Socio-emotionally they are learning confidence, cooperation, sharing and how to communicate 

appropriately. Physically their fine motor and gross motor skills are being developed. These are skills that will 

last them a lifetime and prepare them for life after preschool.  Child Development 

Theorists Vygotsky and Piaget both emphasized the importance of play in the overall development of 

children. 

So the next time you see your child’s teacher building blocks or pretending to sip tea with them you should 

focus on and value what is being learned. Your child’s teacher is adding to and facilitating growth and 

learning as they ask questions and model appropriate behaviour as they participate in play. By being actively 

engaged with their teacher and classmates your child will grow and develop skills to better prepare him/her 

to function in society. Which is what you really want right? 

Our Belonging Tree 

We will soon be sending home your child’s handprint to add to our “Belonging 

Tree” on the wall before you enter the 4 year old room.  We ask that families 

share with us some of your child’s favourite things to do at home!  Please write 

these on each fingerprint.  We will share these with the groups at kinder so we 

all get to know each other more.  Your child’s handprint will then be placed on 

the “Belonging Tree”. 

Our Family Frame  

Please bring in your family photos so we can add to our beautiful family frame!  The children 

have enjoyed looking at their family photo and telling others about who belongs in their family. 

http://www.kolar.org/vygotsky/
http://www.piaget.org/index.html


Our Visual Story Board 

We have introduced the children to our “Storyboard” which we use every 

day at kinder.  Our Storyboard lets us know what is happening “now” and 

what is happening “next”.  Through reading the storyboard each session, 

children know what will be taking place throughout their day.  This is 

important because this gives children a sense of security and control over 

their environment. 

Celebrating Birthdays at Kinder 

We love to share birthdays at kinder, so please let us know if you will be 

bringing in a birthday treat to share.  We ask parents to please bring in 

any ingredient lists if you are baking treats as we do have some children 

with allergies.  At kinder, the birthday child wears a very special 

birthday badge and we all sing happy birthday using our very beautiful “kinder birthday cake.” 

The birthday child hands out any birthday treats brought in from home at the end of the 

session. 

Coming up at kinder 

 Shrove Tuesday- Tuesday 17th February- The children will be cooking yummy pancakes!

 Chinese New Year – Thursday 19th February – The children will learn more about the

Chinese New Year, the year of the sheep.  We will be making Chinese dragons, enjoying

dress ups and we have invited Henry’s mum to come speak to the children about how

their family celebrates the Chinese New Year.

 Family Picnic- Friday 13th March- Come along with your picnic dinner and meet some

other beautiful families and children at Rangeview Pre-School.

Reminders 

 Please remember to apply sunscreen to your child prior to coming to Kinder, as

application should be done 30mins before we go outside and we usually head outside

first thing in the mornings.  This will mean that the sunscreen is going to do the best

job possible of protecting your children from the harmful UV rays.

 Please remember to sign in and out your child for each session.

 Hats are needed for all sessions and need to be a broad brim or

legionnaire’s style – please leave your child’s hat at kinder. 

 The Parent Roster is pinned to the 4 year old notice board;

please write your name down for duty for Term 1. 

 Please ensure your child has enough food to get through our long

days.  Healthy foods with less sugar content will help maintain the 

children’s energy levels throughout the day.  An extra piece of fruit will do wonders!  

From the 4 Year Old Team,  Annamaria, Lisa,  Jan, Sonya and Penny     
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COME ALONG TO RANGEVIEW PRE-
SCHOOL TO MEET & SOCIALISE WITH 

OTHER FAMILIES IN OUR PRE-
SCHOOL COMMUNITY. 

A $2 sausage sizzle will be available. 
You are welcome to bring your own 

picnic too. 

When: Friday 13th March 5.30pm – 
7.30pm 

Where: Rangeview Pre-School 

Please bring: Picnic rug and your 
children! 

Looking forward to seeing you there 

Recipes 

Fudge (The healthy way!) 

1/2 cup coconut oil (melted) 
1/2 cup cacao 

1/2 cup almond butter 
1/4 cup honey 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

Place all ingredients in a food processor to 
combine 

Pour into mini paper muffin liners in a muffin tin 
and 

place in fridge to set.  Makes 20. 

Thanks to Chris Robinson for sharing 

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
OPEN MORNING 

See Learning in Action 

St John’s Catholic Parish Primary School is 
committed to the Catholic faith through action and 

the gospel values of love, respect and 
compassion and how they are fostered and lived.  
We are a learning community with a strong focus 

on achievement, engagement and  wellbeing. 
On Thursday 26th February and Wednesday 25th 
March, parents with children aged three and four 
are invited to St John’s Catholic Parish School to 
have a personalized conversation and school tour 

with the Principal and school leaders.  Guided 
tours will be held between 9am and 10am on 

these dates. 

Principal:  Mrs Jacqui Marshall 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Mark Reynolds 

Website:  www.sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au 
Phone:  03 9874 1575 

Email:  principal@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au 

Second Hand Uniform 
Second hand uniforms are in a plastic tub on top of 
the lockers for parents to purchase at any time. All 
items are $5.00 each and all proceeds go straight to 
the kinder to assist with the exciting projects that we 
currently have on the go. Simply put your money in 
an envelope provided (correct cash amount only), 
place in the Fundraising Box and take your items.  

Second Hand Uniform Donations 
Are you finishing up at kinder this year? If you have 
uniforms you no longer need and would like to 
donate them to the kinder's Second Hand Uniform 
Stall, please put them in the uniform donations box 
in the foyer before the end of term. All proceeds 
from the sale of second hand uniforms go straight 
to the kinder to assist with new projects and 
initiatives.  

Thanks – Jenny Boadle – Marketing Officer 
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Grief and Loss Resources 
The Pre-School has available a range of 
resources to help families dealing with grief and 
loss.  

Resources on our website 
At the bottom of the ‘Useful Links’ page, there are 
links to some helpful brochures and websites. A 
brochure from the National Association of Loss 
and Grief (NALAG) explains the needs of 
bereaved families and good ways to support 
them. There is also a link to a longer article on the 
Royal Children’s hospital website which discusses 
in detail the way that parents, siblings, 
grandparents and school communities may 
understand and respond to grief. This article also 
provides some good ways to offer support to 
bereaved families. 

Also on the list is a list of picture books dealing 
with loss and grief as well as a document 
discussing different creative outlets for grieving 
children and how such activities can help. Finally 
there is a document that looks in detail at how 
children understand death at different ages from 2 
to 10, and how to respond to their specific 
expressions of grief. 
You can find these resources at:  
http://www.rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au/contact
-us/useful-links/  

Family Loss Resources Kit 
The kinder also has available a Family Loss 
Resources Kit which contains some resources in 
hard copy. There are picture books suitable for a 
range of ages that explain death in an appropriate 
way, as well as titles that talk about feelings 
associated with grief and loss. There is also a list 
of other suggested children’s books on this 
subject. 
There are a number of fact sheets on a range of 
specific subjects helpful in understanding and 
supporting grieving children, including common 
signs of grief. Some give practical advice and 
others include suggestions about how to explain 
death to children.  

The kinder teachers can give you access to the kit 
and items within it can be signed out for a few 
days. 



“The Happy Kindergarten” 

Rangeview Pre-School  
Association Incorporated   

3 Rupert Street, Mitcham, VIC, 3132 

Phone: 9874 5874      Fax: 9874 5949       
Assoc. Inc. A 0006307 C      ABN: 30 637 377 107 

rangeviewpreschool@bigpond.com.au 
www.rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Uniform Orders for Term 1, 2015 

Uniforms are not compulsory at Rangeview Pre-school although every child must wear a legionnaire hat (with flap 
at back) or broad brimmed hat.  All these items have the Rangeview Pre-school logo.  Orders will be delivered to 
your child’s locker (please note delivery will be approximately 5 weeks from time of order). 

Order forms and payment are due back to the Pre-school by Friday 27th February.  Late orders will not be 
processed. Please ensure you order correctly as clothing has logo printed and cannot be exchanged. 

T-SHIRTS $13.00 

COLOUR 
(red, navy blue, pink, royal blue) 

SIZE 
(4,5,6,7) 

QUANTITY COST 
(@$13 each) 

LONG SLEEVE T-SHIRTS $15.00 

COLOUR 
(red, navy blue, pink, royal blue) 

SIZE 
(4,5,6,7) 

QUANTITY COST 
(@$15 each) 

WINDCHEATER $18.00 

COLOUR 
(red, navy blue, pink, royal blue) 

SIZE 
(4,5,6,7) 

QUANTITY COST 
(@$18 each) 

LEGIONNAIRE HATS (ONE SIZE $8.00) or SLOUCH HATS (SMALL[55CM]/MEDIUM[57CM] $10.00) 

COLOUR 
(red, navy blue, royal blue) 

SIZE 
(small/ medium) 

QUANTITY COST 
(legion $8, slouch $10) 

CHILD’S NAME:                 PARENT’S NAME: 

CONTACT NUMBER:       GROUP (circle):    3YO Jacaranda   Willow 
   4YO   Red    Blue    Green    Yellow 

PAYMENT METHOD (circle): 
CASH / CHEQUE (Made out to Rangeview Pre-school) / ELECTRONIC TRANSFER 
Electronic Transfer details: BSB: 704 191  Account: 159814 
If using electronic transfer, please use UNIF (your surname) as the reference code. 

DATE OF TRANSFER:     TOTAL COST:  $ 


	rr_feb_final_needs_3_4_inserts
	2015 Dir February Newsletter
	2015 3's February Newsletter



