
 
“The Happy Kindergarten” 

 
 

 

Rangeview Pre-School Association Incorporated   
3 Rupert Street, Mitcham, VIC, 3132 

Phone: 9874 5874      Fax: 9874 5949      Assoc. Inc. A 0006307 C      ABN: 30 637 377 107 
rangeviewpreschool@bigpond.com.au          www.rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

Dates	  to	  Remember	   	  
	  
May	  
Friday	  15th	  May	  –	  Mother’s	  Dinner	  	  
Saturday	  16th	  May	  –	  Working	  Bee	  (9:30am-‐11am)	  
	  
June	  
15th	  June	  –	  Norwex	  demonstration	  
	  
July	  
25th	  July	  –	  ‘80s-‐themed	  Social	  Night	  with	  $1000	  First	  Prize	  Reverse	  Raffle	  

	  

	  
Kids’	  Birthdays	  
May	  
Henry	  (6th),	  Gurneeka	  (18th),	  Samuel	  B	  (18th),	  Jack	  (24th)	  	  
June	  
Jarrod	  (2nd),	  Nicole	  (8th),	  Hugo	  (8th),	  Lily	  (15th),	  Miles	  (17th),	  Max	  (17th),	  	  
Charlie	  (25th),	  Andy	  (25th)	  
	  

	  
Donations	  
	  
The	  Social	  and	  Fundraising	  Committee	  is	  currently	  seeking	  donations	  of	  goods,	  	  
vouchers	  or	  services	  to	  be	  auctioned	  at	  our	  major	  fundraising	  event	  for	  2015	  –	  
an	  ‘80s-‐themed	  Social	  Night	  with	  $1000	  First	  Prize	  Reverse	  Raffle	  to	  be	  held	  in	  
July.	  	  	  
	  
We	  invite	  families	  with	  an	  interest	  in	  any	  businesses	  to	  assist	  by	  making	  a	  
donation.	  	  
	  
In	  return	  for	  your	  business’	  support,	  we	  will	  offer	  publicity	  in	  this	  newsletter.	  
	  	  
	  

	  

What	  to	  look	  out	  for	  inside:	  
• Director’s	  Report	  
• President’s	  Report	  	  
• Fundraising	  information	  
• Maintenance	  working	  bee	  information	  
• Feedback	  form	  

 

	  

	  
	  

Ongoing	  Fundraising	  
	  
Bakers	  Delight	  Brentford	  Square:	  	  
Mention	  Rangeview	  Pre-‐School	  
before	  you	  place	  your	  order	  and	  
Bakers	  Delight	  will	  forward	  5%	  of	  
the	  sale	  amount	  to	  the	  pre-‐school.	  	  
Please	  tell	  all	  of	  your	  family	  and	  
friends!	  
	  
Aussie	  Farmers	  Direct:	  Existing	  
customers	  just	  need	  to	  ask	  to	  be	  
linked	  to	  Rangeview	  Pre-‐School.	  
The	  Pre-‐school	  will	  receive	  a	  
percentage	  of	  sales.	  
	  
Toyworld	  Forest	  Hill	  Chase:	  
Mention	  Rangeview	  Pre-‐School	  
when	  you	  make	  a	  purchase	  from	  
Toyworld	  and	  they	  will	  donate	  4%	  
of	  the	  sale	  amount	  to	  the	  pre-‐
school.	  
	  
Communities	  Supporting	  Each	  
Other	  
	  
Thanks	  to	  all	  those	  Businesses	  that	  
offer	  support.	  

	  
Worm	  Juice	  For	  Sale	  

	  

Good	  Present	  for	  those	  who	  
like	  Gardening.	  

	  
	  

	  	  

Follow	  us	  on	  
Facebook	  
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Director's Report 
 

Congratulations Rangeview Pre-School!  
 

For the past few years the Early Childhood Education services have been undergoing an 
assessment procedure to ensure that we are reaching the National Quality Standards for 
Early Childhood Education. Our Staff and our Committee have continually worked 
towards this assessment, making sure that our Pre-School provides the best quality 
education and the best care that we can for our children and our families. 
 
On Tuesday the 14th April, Jo Manser from the Department of Education and Training 
spent the day with us and we underwent our assessment. Our report has come back and 
we have been rated as Exceeding in all 7 areas of the National Quality Standards. 
 
I want to congratulate our very dedicated, committed and hard working staff for all your 
time, efforts and continued learning over the past few years. Your passion for your work 
with young children is reflected in our assessment results. You are a fantastic team of 
professionals and you should feel extremely proud and valued that our peers recognise 
this in our service. 
 
I also wish to congratulate a very hard working, supportive Committee.  Our results also 
reflect the dedication and love you have for our Pre-School. Your time and efforts to 
support the staff and the community to reach such a high standard is valued and 
appreciated.  Our executive committee led by Genevieve, has been extremely supportive 
and understanding through this process.  The final preparations for the assessment had 
been very time consuming with a whole range of items that needed checking and double 
checking and our executive Committee have been fantastic in regards to this work load. 
Our Pre-School Committee is one to be truly valued for their contributions, knowledge, 
support, dedication and love for our Kinder. 
 
To our amazing Community, I can only say a huge thank you. Our results again reflect what 
a wonderful community we are. Your support for our Staff, our Committee, our programs, 
our community and our Pre-School is invaluable.  
 
I absolutely love my work with our children and families and I am 
extremely proud to be a part of this wonderful Pre-School. 
Together we have created an amazing space for our young children 
to grow, develop and learn. Thank you. 
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There has been a lot of activity happening in our rooms over the last few weeks 
as the children have been busily preparing for Mother's Day. The rooms have 
echoed with singing and laughter and there have been lots of “secret” mother's 
day items created by the children.  The Mother's Day morning and afternoon 
teas was a great way to share our special treats with you. Thank you to all who 

came to share in the day with the children. You are all very important to us and we hope 
that you feel as special as we know you are.  
 
I have had the opportunity to work in the 4's room this term and I have enjoyed seeing and 
hearing how much the children have grown in confidence over the last few months. I have 
enjoyed my conversations with the children as they  chat to each other and teachers about 
what they are doing. The programs in both rooms are zooming along with exciting 
experiences coming up for all the children. It is lovely to walk through the kinder and see 
and hear how happy the children are as they busily go about their discoveries. 
 
Our wonderful and dedicated staff are continually looking for ways to extend their 
knowledge and skills within Early Childhood for the benefit of our children and our 
families.  Over the past few weeks many of us have attended professional development 
sessions which have included: “Creating Autistic Friendly environments” by Donna Williams, 
“Cultural Competence” by Catherine Hydon,  and “Resilience for the Early Years – A 
parents Focus” by Jo Lange. 
 
Our Whitehorse Kindergarten Group also had their annual conference last week and the 
majority of our staff attended this also.  The conference this year focused on Children's 
Rights in Challenging Circumstances and the guest speaker Dr Alison Schafer presented 
us with an extremely emotional and thought  provoking look at Children's rights in other 
countries, in particular Sierra Leone, where she has been recently working with children in 
a wide range of circumstances.  
 
All of the professional development sessions that staff attend provide us with the 
opportunity to reflect on our work, provoke new ideas and ways of doing things and to 
develop strategies to support children and their families at pre-school.  
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Sadly our Moon Viewing night was cancelled due to the weather. We will 
look at other good viewing dates and organise another evening  to get 
together. Stay tuned. 
 

 
On another sad note. We say  farewell to Mrs Pacconi, 
and thank her for all her contributions to our Pre-
School over the last few months. We wish her all the 

very best in whatever path she chooses to follow. Good Luck Lisa! 
 
 
There is a lot coming up this term,  so please read the newsletter 
carefully and check out the notices and noticeboards. If you can help in any way with any 
of the events  we would really  appreciate it. 
 
It certainly looks like another jam packed exciting term ahead. 
 
Kim 

 
“There is no trust more sacred than the one the 
world holds with children. There is no duty more 

important than ensuring that their r ights are 
respected, that their welfare is protected, that 
their l ives are free from fear and want and that 

they grow up in peace”  Kofi Annan 
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President’s	  Report	  
Term	  Two	  is	  certainly	  flying	  past	  quickly.	  	  I	  hope	  that	  you	  all	  enjoyed	  your	  Mother’s	  Day	  and	  the	  Mother’s	  Day	  
morning	  and	  afternoon	  teas	  with	  your	  children	  here	  at	  kinder.	  Thank	  you	  to	  our	  wonderful	  staff	  who	  put	  in	  so	  much	  
time	  and	  effort	  to	  create	  these	  amazing	  experiences	  for	  us	  all.	  The	  kinder	  was	  warm	  and	  inviting	  with	  the	  delightful	  
aroma	  from	  the	  3-‐year-‐olds’	  scones,	  and	  the	  slices	  in	  the	  4’s	  room	  were	  delicious!	  It	  might	  be	  time	  to	  grab	  a	  cuppa	  
and	  a	  seat	  as	  this	  report	  is	  long!	  
	  
Rating	  and	  Assessment	  
I	  apologise	  for	  what	  will	  be	  a	  double	  up	  of	  this	  information	  in	  the	  newsletter,	  however	  it	  really	  does	  need	  to	  
acknowledged	  and	  celebrated.	  
	  
On	  the	  second	  day	  back	  from	  holidays	  our	  pre-‐school	  undertook	  the	  Rating	  and	  Assessment	  visit	  from	  the	  Department	  
of	  Education	  and	  Training.	  The	  visit	  commenced	  at	  8.15am	  and	  concluded	  at	  5.30pm.	  Our	  assessor	  observed	  both	  the	  
4	  and	  3-‐year-‐old	  rooms	  in	  action	  and	  had	  discussions	  about	  teaching	  practices	  and	  process	  with	  all	  the	  teachers.	  
Discussions	  were	  also	  held	  around	  leadership	  and	  management	  practices.	  
	  
There	  were	  seven	  areas	  to	  be	  rated	  and	  assessed.	  Each	  area	  can	  be	  classified	  as	  either	  ‘Working	  towards	  National	  
Quality	  Standard’,	  ‘Meets	  National	  Quality	  Standard’	  or	  ‘Exceeds	  National	  Quality	  Standard’.	  Rangeview	  Pre-‐School	  
achieved	  ‘Exceeds	  National	  Quality	  Standard’	  in	  all	  seven	  areas,	  resulting	  in	  an	  overall	  rating	  of	  ‘Exceeds	  National	  
Quality	  Standard’!	  It	  is	  an	  outstanding	  achievement	  by	  our	  staff,	  our	  committee	  of	  management	  and	  the	  community	  
as	  a	  whole.	  
	  
This	  rating	  reflects	  the	  dedication	  of	  our	  director	  and	  educational	  leader,	  Kim	  Costigan,	  and	  our	  teachers	  and	  
educators.	  They	  all	  work	  incredibly	  hard	  to	  provide	  our	  children	  with	  a	  stimulating	  and	  diverse	  program	  that	  changes	  
and	  develops	  as	  our	  children	  grow	  and	  develop.	  Thank	  you	  to	  Kim,	  Annamaria,	  Lisa,	  Betty,	  Amelia,	  Jan,	  Penny	  and	  
Sonya	  for	  the	  hours	  and	  hours	  of	  work	  you	  put	  into	  the	  daily	  program,	  to	  the	  preparation	  of	  the	  Quality	  Improvement	  
Program,	  to	  having	  the	  pre-‐school	  ready	  for	  the	  assessment	  and	  then	  participating	  in	  the	  assessment.	  
	  
Thank	  you	  to	  the	  committee	  members	  and	  families	  who	  also	  assisted	  with	  readying	  the	  pre-‐school	  for	  the	  day	  and	  
then	  participating	  as	  parent	  helpers	  both	  on	  the	  assessment	  day	  and	  the	  cancelled	  assessment	  day.	  One	  of	  the	  
comments	  from	  our	  assessor	  was	  that	  within	  minutes	  of	  the	  4-‐year-‐olds	  arriving	  she	  could	  feel	  the	  sense	  of	  
community	  and	  belonging	  and	  that	  was	  impressive.	  	  	  
	  
We	  did	  have	  one	  area	  that	  we	  need	  to	  improve	  upon:	  the	  regulations	  in	  relation	  to	  our	  enrolment	  forms	  have	  
changed.	  We	  are	  required	  to	  have	  new	  forms	  completed	  by	  all	  families.	  The	  committee	  and	  staff	  are	  working	  out	  what	  
will	  be	  the	  best	  method	  for	  families	  to	  re-‐do	  these	  forms.	  Once	  we	  have	  a	  clear	  idea	  of	  this	  process	  we	  will	  
communicate	  it	  with	  you.	  We	  are	  looking	  for	  the	  easiest	  and	  quickest	  option	  for	  families.	  
	  
Staff	  Changes	  	  
Sadly,	  Mrs	  Lisa	  Pacconi	  has	  resigned	  from	  her	  position	  of	  4-‐year-‐old	  teacher	  for	  personal	  reasons.	  We	  were	  very	  
grateful	  to	  have	  Lisa	  in	  the	  4-‐year-‐old	  room	  during	  a	  very	  trying	  first	  term	  for	  staff	  and	  families.	  She	  contributed	  an	  
amazing	  amount	  of	  time	  and	  effort	  to	  our	  recent	  Rating	  and	  Assessment	  process.	  We	  wish	  her	  well	  for	  the	  future.	  
The	  Committee	  of	  Management	  has	  commenced	  the	  process	  of	  finding	  a	  new	  maternity	  leave	  replacement	  teacher	  
for	  the	  4-‐year-‐old	  program.	  	  
The	  Committee	  of	  Management	  has	  approved	  Mrs	  Sonya	  Wansborough’s	  request	  for	  a	  term	  of	  leave	  without	  pay.	  Her	  
hours	  are	  being	  covered	  by	  Mrs	  Kim	  Costigan	  and	  Mrs	  Penny	  Low	  with	  support	  from	  Mrs	  Jan	  Vanston.	  The	  children	  
have	  happily	  welcomed	  Mrs	  Costigan	  into	  the	  4-‐year-‐old	  program.	  	  	  
	  
Funding	  for	  15	  hours	  of	  4-‐year-‐old	  pre-‐school	  
There	  were	  `whoops’	  of	  delight	  in	  my	  household	  on	  Sunday	  May	  3	  when	  the	  newspapers	  reported	  that	  the	  Federal	  
Government	  had	  announced	  it	  would	  be	  participating	  in	  the	  funding	  of	  15	  hours	  of	  4-‐year-‐old	  pre-‐school	  for	  2016-‐17.	  
Critically,	  this	  two	  year	  extension	  also	  includes	  an	  adjustment	  for	  Consumer	  Price	  Index	  (CPI)	  movements	  so	  pre-‐
schools	  and	  families	  are	  not	  left	  out-‐of-‐pocket.	  

Thank	  you	  to	  the	  2016	  planning	  sub-‐committee	  who	  have	  worked	  tirelessly	  behind	  the	  scenes	  to	  create	  options	  for	  
our	  children’s	  pre-‐school	  education,	  in	  case	  the	  funding	  extension	  was	  not	  granted.	  
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Educator	  to	  Student	  Ratio	  Change	  

Next	  year	  the	  Pre-‐School	  will	  have	  to	  change	  its	  staff	  and/or	  student	  numbers	  in	  the	  4-‐year-‐old	  program.	  As	  part	  of	  
the	  Federal	  Government’s,	  National	  Quality	  Framework	  (NQF),	  the	  staff-‐to-‐children	  ratio	  that	  the	  government	  
requires	  in	  pre-‐schools	  will	  be	  changing	  at	  the	  end	  of	  2015.	  The	  current	  ratio	  of	  13	  children	  to	  each	  educator	  will	  
change	  to	  11	  children	  to	  each	  educator.	  The	  government’s	  view	  is	  that	  improving	  educator-‐to-‐child	  ratios	  allows	  staff	  
to	  give	  more	  individual	  care	  and	  attention	  to	  each	  child,	  which	  contributes	  to	  better	  social	  and	  learning	  outcomes.	  
Educators	  are	  able	  to	  develop	  more	  effective	  and	  meaningful	  relationships	  with	  children,	  resulting	  in	  more	  engaged,	  
happy	  and	  relaxed	  individuals.	  
	  
However,	  this	  change	  comes	  at	  a	  cost	  to	  pre-‐schools.	  To	  comply	  with	  this	  new	  requirement,	  Rangeview	  Pre-‐School	  will	  
need	  to	  either	  increase	  the	  number	  of	  staff,	  and	  possibly	  students,	  in	  our	  4-‐year-‐old	  program,	  or	  even	  reduce	  the	  
number	  of	  children	  in	  the	  pre-‐school.	  	  
	  
In	  the	  coming	  weeks,	  we	  will	  be	  seeking	  your	  feedback	  on	  possible	  changes	  to	  our	  2016	  program.	  You	  will	  be	  asked	  to	  
complete	  a	  short	  survey	  that	  will	  help	  direct	  the	  future	  of	  the	  pre-‐school	  program	  in	  terms	  of	  hours	  and	  fees.	  It	  is	  your	  
opportunity	  to	  communicate	  the	  needs	  of	  your	  family	  to	  the	  Committee	  of	  Management,	  so	  that	  these	  needs	  can	  be	  
taken	  into	  consideration	  when	  planning	  for	  the	  future.	  
	  
Sign	  In	  Book	  
I	  know	  that	  for	  many	  families	  the	  Sign	  In	  Book	  is	  just	  something	  you	  quickly	  rush	  over	  to	  do	  prior	  to	  dropping	  off	  or	  
collecting	  your	  child.	  However,	  it	  is	  a	  legal	  document.	  It	  is	  important	  that	  it	  is	  filled	  in	  correctly	  and	  at	  the	  appropriate	  
times.	  
	  
Please	  consider	  the	  following	  

• Once	  you	  have	  signed	  your	  child	  in,	  they	  are	  legally	  in	  the	  care	  of	  the	  pre-‐school.	  That	  is,	  if	  there	  is	  an	  
incident	  in	  the	  front	  yard	  or	  foyer	  after	  you	  have	  signed	  your	  child	  in,	  but	  before	  the	  class	  room	  doors	  are	  
open,	  the	  pre-‐school	  is	  liable,	  the	  incident	  has	  to	  be	  reported	  to	  Department	  of	  Education	  and	  Training,	  and	  
subsequent	  protocols	  must	  be	  followed.	  

• Once	  you	  have	  signed	  your	  child	  out,	  they	  are	  legally	  YOUR	  responsibility,	  ie,	  if	  there	  is	  an	  incident	  in	  the	  class	  
room	  in	  the	  final	  few	  moments	  of	  the	  day,	  and	  you	  have	  signed	  the	  book	  prior	  to	  the	  doors	  opening,	  the	  pre-‐
school	  is	  not	  liable.	  You	  as	  parent	  have	  to	  assume	  all	  costs	  associated	  with	  possible	  medical	  treatments	  etc.	  

The	  Sign	  In	  Book	  has	  also	  changed	  from	  last	  year.	  There	  is	  now	  only	  one	  time	  section	  and	  that	  is	  the	  time	  you	  have	  
collected	  your	  child.	  Please	  do	  not	  fill	  out	  the	  ‘Time	  of	  collection’	  column	  until	  you	  collect	  your	  child	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  
session,	  and	  please	  remind	  other	  carers	  (eg.	  grandparents)	  of	  this	  too.	  
The	  final	  important	  item	  to	  be	  remembered	  is	  that	  the	  NAME	  of	  the	  person	  collecting	  your	  child	  needs	  to	  be	  written;	  
`Nanna’,	  `Grandpa’	  or	  `Mum’	  is	  not	  legally	  acceptable.	  It	  also	  assists	  the	  staff	  to	  know	  who	  to	  contact	  if	  someone	  is	  
running	  late.	  
	  
The	  Social	  and	  Fundraising	  Sub-‐Committee	  have	  a	  great	  program	  of	  activities	  prepared	  for	  us	  for	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  year;	  
please	  continue	  to	  support	  them	  and	  the	  pre-‐school.	  I	  hope	  the	  Mum’s	  enjoyed	  themselves	  at	  the	  Mum’s	  dinner	  on	  
Friday	  night.	  
	  
The	  Rangeview	  Pre-‐School	  Open	  day	  is	  next	  Saturday	  May	  23	  from	  10am	  til	  12	  noon.	  Please	  invite	  any	  family	  or	  
friends	  along	  who	  have	  young	  children	  to	  come	  and	  see	  how	  wonderful	  our	  kinder	  is.	  Thank	  you	  to	  Jenny	  Boadle	  for	  
all	  the	  work	  she	  has	  done	  to	  organise	  this	  annual	  event.	  
	  
If	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  or	  queries	  about	  the	  goings	  on	  around	  the	  kinder,	  please	  don’t	  hesitate	  to	  contact	  me	  or	  
any	  of	  the	  committee	  members.	  
	  
Genevieve	  Hammerton	  
President	  
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Fundraising	  
	  
The	  Fundraising	  Committee	  have	  been	  very	  busy	  and	  have	  a	  number	  of	  things	  to	  highlight	  this	  month.	  
	  
‘Caring	  for	  Kids'	  Raffle	  
We	  hope	  your	  ticket	  sales	  for	  this	  raffle	  are	  going	  well	  and	  fingers	  crossed	  one	  of	  us	  can	  walk	  away	  with	  the	  $10,000	  
Myer	  shopping	  spree!	  Please	  return	  your	  sold	  tickets	  and	  money	  to	  the	  Fundraising	  Committee	  as	  soon	  as	  possible,	  
and	  by	  the	  31st	  of	  May	  at	  latest.	  If	  you	  require	  more	  tickets	  we	  can	  provide	  them	  to	  you	  too!	  Just	  email	  us	  
at	  fun.rangeviewps@gmail.com	  
	  
Mother's	  Dinner	  
We	  have	  a	  large	  group	  of	  ladies	  confirmed	  for	  dinner	  at	  the	  Mitcham	  Hotel	  on	  the	  15th	  May	  at	  7.30pm.	  	  
	  
SAVE	  THE	  DATE!!!	  
The	  Fundraising	  Committee	  are	  excited	  to	  announce	  the	  Major	  Fundraising	  Event	  for	  2015.	  This	  event	  is	  an	  80's	  theme	  
social	  night	  '$1000	  First	  Prize	  Reverse	  Raffle'	  to	  be	  held	  from	  7.30pm	  on	  the	  25th	  July	  2015	  at	  Rangeview	  Primary	  
School.	  More	  details	  to	  come!	  
	  
Melamine	  Plate	  Orders	  
The	  time	  has	  come	  for	  Melamine	  Plate	  orders.	  We	  are	  doing	  it	  a	  little	  differently	  this	  year,	  with	  the	  drawing	  paper	  
going	  home	  with	  parents	  so	  our	  children	  can	  complete	  their	  artwork	  at	  home.	  If	  you	  decide	  to	  purchase	  a	  plate	  for	  the	  
$25,	  please	  return	  the	  drawing	  (NOT	  FOLDED)	  together	  with	  your	  order	  form	  by	  the	  22nd	  of	  May.	  Of	  course	  you	  can	  
place	  an	  order	  for	  a	  sibling	  -‐	  just	  ask	  one	  of	  the	  teachers	  for	  an	  extra	  drawing	  sheet.	  We	  have	  decided	  to	  run	  it	  this	  
way	  so	  you,	  as	  the	  parent,	  can	  assist	  your	  child	  more	  closely	  with	  their	  drawing.	  We	  hope	  you	  like	  this	  change!	  
	  
Norwex	  Demonstration	  
Christie	  Prescott	  will	  be	  hosting	  a	  'Norwex'	  Demonstration	  at	  the	  Pre-‐School	  on	  the	  evening	  of	  the	  15th	  of	  June.	  
'Norwex'	  is	  the	  brand	  of	  environmentally	  friendly	  products	  that	  reduces	  our	  need	  to	  use	  chemicals	  in	  our	  homes.	  
Come	  along	  and	  see	  how	  amazing	  these	  products	  are.	  A	  percentage	  of	  all	  sales	  will	  be	  donated	  to	  the	  kinder	  as	  a	  
fundraiser.	  More	  details	  to	  come.	  
	  
Entertainment	  Book	  
All	  families	  should	  now	  have	  information	  about	  how	  to	  purchase	  a	  Digital	  Entertainment	  Book.	  This	  handy	  book	  is	  now	  
available	  on	  your	  smart	  phone	  and	  makes	  is	  super	  easy	  to	  access	  discounts	  when	  you	  are	  out	  and	  about.	  This	  is	  also	  a	  
great	  fundraiser	  for	  the	  Pre-‐School!	  
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A	  big	  thank	  you! 
The	  following	  is	  a	  list	  of	  businesses	  that	  have	  made	  donations	  towards	  our	  Major	  Fundraising	  event.	  Thank	  you	  very	  
much	  to	  all,	  and	  please	  check	  them	  out	  online:	  
	  
RACV	  Ringwood	  
https://plus.google.com/104245990987774253713/about?hl=en	  
	  
Croc's	  Playcentre	  Ringwood	  
http://www.crocsplaycentre.com.au/ringwood	  
	  
Lollipop's	  Playland	  
http://foresthillchase.lollipopsplayland.com.au/	  	  
	  
Chesterfield	  Farm	  
http://chesterfieldfarm.com.au/	  	  
	  
The	  Enchanted	  Maze	  
http://www.enchantedmaze.com.au/	  
	  
Caribbean	  Park	  
http://caribbeangardens.com.au/	  
	  
Scienceworks	  
http://museumvictoria.com.au/scienceworks/	  
	  
Two	  Brothers	  Café	  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Two-‐Brothers-‐Mitcham/527643777291664	  
	  
Mornington	  Railway	  
http://www.morningtonrailway.org.au/	  
	  
Mont	  De	  Lancey	  
http://www.montdelancey.org.au/	  
	  
Basecamp	  Kids	  
http://basecampkids.com.au/	  
	  
Healthways	  Swim	  Centre	  
http://www.healthways.com.au/ringwood/	  
	  
Coles	  
https://www.coles.com.au/	  
	  
Eastland	  Shopping	  Centre	  
http://www.eastland.com.au/	  
	  
Bakers	  Delight	  
http://www.bakersdelight.com.au/	  
	  
Just	  Swimming	  Nunawading	  
http://justswimming.com.au/swim-‐schools/nunawading/	  
	  
Genesis	  Ringwood	  
http://www.genesisfitness.com.au/clubs/vic/ringwood-‐/contact-‐us	  
	  
Smash	  Gear	  
https://www.smashgear.com.au/front.htm	  
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Cartridge	  World	  
https://cartridgeworld.com.au/	  
	  
Diggers	  
https://www.diggers.com.au/	  
	  
Maroondah	  Leisure	  
http://www.maroondahleisure.com.au/	   
	  
	  
Maintenance	  
The	  next	  working	  bee	  will	  be	  at	  the	  pre-‐school	  on	  Saturday	  16	  May	  from	  9.30am	  until	  11am.	  This	  is	  the	  weekend	  
before	  Open	  Day	  so	  it	  would	  be	  wonderful	  to	  have	  as	  much	  help	  as	  possible	  to	  make	  our	  pre-‐school	  looks	  spectacular!	  
	  
If	  you	  can	  attend,	  the	  availability	  sheet	  will	  be	  near	  the	  sign-‐in/out	  book	  in	  the	  foyer.	  Please	  then	  bring	  some	  general	  
tools	  along	  (eg.	  rakes,	  secateurs	  etc),	  and	  we’d	  be	  grateful	  to	  anyone	  who	  can	  take	  a	  bag	  of	  green	  waste	  home	  with	  
them	  at	  the	  end.	  
	  
Below	  are	  current	  items	  that	  can	  be	  done	  at	  alternate	  times	  if	  you	  are	  unable	  to	  make	  it	  on	  weekends	  but	  would	  like	  
to	  contribute:	  
 
Book	  covering 
	  
If	  you	  are	  interested	  please	  contact	  either	  Rob	  or	  Jared.	  

	  
There	  was	  a	  set	  of	  secateurs	  misplaced	  during	  the	  working	  bee	  the	  same	  as	  those	  pictured.	  
If	  anyone	  has	  taken	  them	  home	  by	  mistake,	  please	  contact	  Jared	  on	  0448	  039	  616.	  
	  

	  
Thanks,	  
Jared	  (0448	  039	  616)	  	  &	  Rob	  (0404	  510	  411)	  
	  
Anaphylaxis	  and	  Your	  Child’s	  Lunchbox	  
Most	  of	  us	  are	  aware	  that	  some	  foods	  –	  such	  as	  peanuts	  –	  are	  common	  allergens	  and	  shouldn’t	  be	  brought	  to	  kinder.	  
But	  there	  are	  other	  foods	  that	  might	  cause	  serious	  problems	  to	  friends	  at	  Rangeview	  in	  2015	  if	  brought	  in	  lunchboxes	  
or	  birthday	  treats.	  If	  we	  are	  all	  vigilant	  about	  leaving	  these	  foods	  at	  home	  we	  can	  protect	  those	  children	  who	  are	  
allergic	  from	  a	  nasty	  and	  dangerous	  anaphylactic	  reaction.	  
Please	  also	  note	  the	  following:	  

• While	  raw	  egg	  is	  a	  problem	  food,	  boiled	  
eggs	  are	  ok.	  

• Drinks	  of	  milk	  are	  not	  allowed	  but	  it’s	  ok	  
to	  bring	  cooked	  food	  that	  has	  milk	  as	  an	  
ingredient,	  eg.	  cakes	  or	  muffins.	  

• Sesame	  seeds	  require	  extra	  vigilance	  as	  
they	  are	  often	  found	  on	  bread	  and	  in	  
biscuits	  and	  other	  baked	  goods.	  Please	  
keep	  an	  eye	  on	  sandwiches	  and	  rolls	  that	  
you	  send	  to	  kinder	  and	  check	  out	  the	  
ingredient	  list	  for	  crackers	  and	  biscuits.	  
Sesame	  seed	  paste	  is	  also	  often	  included	  
in	  hummus.	  

If	  in	  doubt,	  please	  ask	  your	  child’s	  teacher.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Please	  don’t	  bring	  any	  of	  the	  following	  to	  
Rangeview	  Pre-‐School:	  

• Raw	  egg	  
• Nuts	  (no	  variety	  is	  safe)	  
• Sesame	  seeds	  
• Milk	  (unless	  already	  cooked,	  eg	  in	  cake)	  



 
 

 

Rangeview Ramblings Page 10 April/May 2015  

	  

 
Wil low & Jacaranda Group News  

 
We are well into Term 2 now and the children have been very busy. Take a look... 
 

Our Mother's Day morning teas were delightful and the children enjoyed 
sharing their favourite songs and rhymes with their Mums.  Preparations for 
Mother's Day starts quite early for us as we endeavour to make sure each 
child has that something special to give to their Mum. We also like to make 

sure that each child is given time to work on the skill or experience required. 
 

 The children delighted in sitting with us while they chose colours for 
their hand prints. The children were engaged in a wide range of 
sensory experiences just from this one activity, the cold wet paint, 
the ticklish brush, the feel of their wet messy hand being placed 
onto dry paper. There were lots of giggles and smiles and we hope 
that you cherish their prints as your children grow. 

 
The children's drawings of their Mums were absolutely 
delightful. The children chatted about what their Mum 
looked like and then proceeded to place lines and shapes 
together on the paper to illustrate their Mum.  With a 
wonderful splash of colour their picture of Mum was 
complete. Whatever stage your child is at with their 
drawing skills, remember all marks on paper lead to the 
intricacies of writing and drawing and each piece of work 
is of value in your child's development. To all the children their Mum's are beautiful and 
very much loved.  
 

 Autumn is a beautiful time of year, with a huge variety of 
colourful leaves of all shapes and sizes that inspire us. 
Using strips of contact, the children chose leaves to 
carefully press onto the sticky contact. Then with help 
from the children, the contact was rolled onto a glass.  
The children then scooped some small decorative stones 
into the bottom of the glass and we included a candle to 
finish the gift for Mum. 
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The children enjoyed preparing part of the Mother's Day 
morning tea. The Chocolate Coconut Balls were an ooey 
gooey yummy treat to make. The children were eager to 
get busy measuring, mixing and rolling and there was a lot 
of laughter, smiles and some grimaces 
during this sticky experience as they 
moved their hands in circular motions to 

form balls and then roll the balls through the coconut. Messy but the 
results were delicious. Thank you to our Mums and Special Visitors for 
joining us for morning tea. It was lovely to have you with us. 

 
We had Emily from Healthways Community Initiatives come to speak to the 
children in our Monday groups, about water safety. The children were very 
responsive to our guest speaker and very knowledgeable about safety 
around water, which is a huge credit to all of you. The children 

participated in the discussions, practised safe swimming between the flags and 
investigated life jackets. Unfortunately we have had to change the dates for our Friday 
Groups. The Water Safety incursion will now be on Friday the 22nd of May. 
 

One of our term goals is for the children to explore the 
concepts of socialising, sharing and turn taking.. The 
program provides many opportunities for the children to 
experiment and explore a range of activities and at the 
same time we support the children to co-operate and 
share with each other as they play. There have been many 
wonderful interactions between the children and 

friendship groups have begun to form.  
 
We have some amazing talents among our parents. Ramandeep, a 
Dad from Jacaranda group brought in an oil painting that he had 
painted for us. The painting, based on 
Jonah and the Whale, fascinated the 
children as we talked about the type of 
boat, the sky and the water. 
Thank you for sharing your talent with us. 
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Parent / Teacher Conversations:  Coming on duty is always a good time for us to 
catch up and for you to see your child at play. For many parents this time is enough for 
them to see that their child is developing their skills and confidence within the pre-school 
environment.  However, I understand that sometimes we may need a more quiet moment to 
talk about your child's progress. If you have any issues or concerns (great or small) that 
you feel we need to discuss, please come and see me. I will be conducting Parent / Teacher 
Conversations leading up to the end of Term 2 and into Term 3 for those families who feel 
they would like to see me for a chat about their child.  If you need to see me sooner, please 
feel free to come and make a time to catch up. I will place a roster with the sign in book 
shortly for you to choose a time. 
 

I hope you have all been enjoying our Journal as this provides an extended look 
into the learning that takes place within our program. The photos and 
explanations are a good way of seeing the connections taking place and 
provides a picture of what is happening in our room. Your comments are most 

welcome.  Please feel free to make notes and include them in our journal. If you have other 
interests or areas that you would like us to include or that you would like to share, please 
come and see us.  
 
We are looking forward to sharing more with you over the coming weeks.  
 
Kim, Betty & Amelia. 
 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS for JACARANDA & WILLOW GROUPS...... 
 
 

Joe's Rhythm Fun: Wil low Group – Monday 1st June 
 
                                  Jacaranda Group – Tuesday 2nd June 
 
Joe's Rhythm Fun is an interactive music program that encourages the 

children to explore tone, pitch, tempo and rhythms by using their bodies, singing, dancing 
and playing different percussion instruments. Joe  introduces the children to the parts of a 
drum kit and provides each child with the opportunity to play on the drum kit at the end of 
the session. I am sure this will be a huge ‘hit’ (pardon the pun) with children and of course 
the teachers! 
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There is a cost of $12 per child for this incursion. A permission and payment form 
has been sent home. Please complete and return with  payment  by the due date.  
 

 
“Minibeasts” Drama Workshop 

 
The Drama Toolbox is coming our way to conduct an incursion for the children in our three 
year old groups. The workshop will let the children discover the delights of wriggling like a 
worm, crawling like a slater and marching like an ant. The children will have the opportunity 
to dress up in a variety of costumes such as butterflies, dragonflies, ladybirds, slaters, 
spiders, worms and caterpillars. 
 
Beautiful costumes and delightful music will help the children explore the environment 
around them in the garden and beyond. The workshop uses the elements of sun, water 
and soil to discuss camouflage and predators. 
 
This workshop will complement our program as we talk about creepy crawlies, planting and 
what we might find in our gardens. The cost of this incursion will be $15 and forms will be 
sent out in the next few weeks. So mark the dates on your calendar and stay tuned for 
more information. 

 
Wil low Group: Wednesday 29th July 10am - 1 1am 
Jacaranda Group:  Friday 31st July  10am – 11am 
 
There is a cost of $16 per child for this incursion. A permission and payment form 
will be sent home shortly. 

 

Reminders:  
l Our weather has turned colder so please ensure that your child 

has a coat / jacket to put on for outside play. Even when raining 
we will often go outside under the deck for a play. 

u Toilet Training: Some of our young friends are still in the process of 
being toilet trained. To help us better assist your child, please let us 
know at what stage they are up to so that we can follow consistent 
patterns at kinder and encourage your child's development in this area. 

 
u Remember to change over your child's spare clothes to suit the cooler 

weather. Please include socks and underwear. 
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u Please NAME your child's belongings.  

 

u I l lnesses  
Along with colder weather often come the bugs and 
viruses that make us unwell.  We would appreciate 
your consideration for others, if  your child is sick, 
please keep them home unti l  they are well.  If  your 
child does come to kinder and appears unwell  we wil l  r ing you to 
come and take them home. 

 
Recycling at Kinder 
 

As part of our recycling at kinder, children are encouraged to take their 
general rubbish home ie: wrappers, yoghurt tubes etc.  We do 
have a bucket that the children have been putting their food 
scraps in so that we can feed the worms in the worm farm. We 

also have a container to collect the plastic fruit / yoghurt tubs. We wash 
these and then reuse them within the program.  
 
The children help me to collect the liquid from the bottom of the worm farm. This is bottled 
and sold to our community so that they can fertilise their gardens at home. 
 
Can you Help? 

Our recycled drawing paper is growing small. The children use a lot of 
paper for their drawings, cutting , craft and painting. If you have access to 
paper that we can use for this purpose we would be very happy if you 
recycle or donate it our way. Or if you know any architects or printers who 
would be happy to donate or recycle paper to us, it would be really 
appreciated.  

 
We would like small boxes for using at the craft table. Please feel free to recycle 
your boxes with us. (Please do not include boxes that have contained nut 
products) 
 

Small soft drink bottles (600ml) for our Worm Juice - washed and labels removed. 
Thank you. 
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Welcome to Term 2!  We have well and truly 
settled back into our kinder routine and 
program.  Our program has been very busy, 
with many exciting adventures we have 
shared with the children and families.  Our 

relationships with the children continue to grow and strengthen, 
building trust and a positive rapport with each other.  This has 
nurtured growing confidence in interactions amongst the 
children and we are delighted to observe new friendships 
amongst the groups. 

 
Welcome 
We have welcomed 2 new friends to our 4 year old room.  Mia has 
joined our Green group friends and Aarav has joined our Yellow group 
friends.  We welcome both Mia & Aarav and their families to Rangeview 

Pre-School.  Both Mia & Aarav have settled in positively and are enjoying meeting 
new friends and participating in new experiences. 
We fare welled Kayden from our Red Group last term and hope to see him again 
next year in our 4 year old room. 
 

Dinosaur & Fossils Incursion- 16th April 
We enjoyed a wonderful visit from the Museum 
Outreach Program with a presentation on 
Dinosaurs & Fossils.  We learnt so many things!  
Leanne talked to the children about what 
happened to the dinosaurs, where are they 

now and how Paleontologists can dig up bones and fossils that 
were buried a very long, long time ago.  We learnt about 
dinosaurs that eat meat- they are called carnivores and 
dinosaurs that eat plants- they are called herbivores.    Leanne 
had the dinosaur bones of a Tarbosaurus that the children 
could see and touch.  We looked at the Tarbosaurus skull, his 
foot, shin and thighbone.  The Tarbosaurus was a very tall 
dinosaur!  We also looked at and touched different fossils.  We 
moved like the dinosaurs too!   
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Mother’s Day at Kinder 
We celebrated Mother’s Day with our lovely families!  We hosted a very 
special Morning Tea and Afternoon Tea on Thursday 7th May.  The 
children were busy making gifts and baking slices.  We painted and 
decorated terracotta pots and planted parsley, the children also had 

their hands painted on a very special poem and we painted portraits of our mums.  
We read stories about families, we learnt some new songs and a 
dance to perform and we especially loved cooking our delicious 
Lemon Slices and Peppermint Crisp Slices.  The children had a 
beautiful time playing with their mums at kinder and spending time 
together just being and doing!  We thank all of you for attending and 
making the day so special for the children!  
 

 
 

Lending Library 
The children are having a wonderful time looking at our kinder 
reading books.  The children are selecting their weekly library books 
to borrow very carefully and enjoy the quiet time to browse!  We 
have our Lendng Library Program each Wednesday ( Blue & Yellow 
Groups) & each Friday (Green & Red Groups).  
Our Library program encourages the children to make choices, to be 
responsible for a book and develop awareness to different text and 

meaning.  The children have enjoyed sharing their favorite parts to their books and 
retelling the story with friends. 
 
Rex Home Visits   
We met Rex our visiting puppy that will visit each 
child’s home for a week.  The children were very 
excited about meeting Rex and learning all about his 
“sleep over” bag and all his belongings.  In his bag, 
you will find his “adventures” book where we invite 
families to record and document how you spent your 
week with Rex.  Rex has been on so many adventures 
already!  He visited Mrs. Bingham, Mrs.Pacconi’s, Mrs.Vanston’s and Mrs. Low’s 
house too!  The children are enjoying sharing with the groups and their experiences 
have strengthened confidence in speaking in front of the larger group.    
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Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
We would like to arrange an interview for you to come and meet with us to touch 
base now that the children have all well and truly settled.  This would be a great 
opportunity to add to goals we will set for the children or just have a chat about 
your child’s progress and skill development and current interests that they are 
showing to ensure your confidence in the ongoing development of your child’s 
learning. 
There will be a sign up sheet next to the attendance book next week for parents to 
select a suitable time.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to speak to 
your child’s teachers. 
 

Water Safety Incursion 
We are looking forward to an incursion from Health Ways.  
During this Incursion the children will learn about being safe 
around water at pools, rivers and the beach.  It will be an 
interactive presentation with all the children having the 

opportunity to dress up in water safety equipment such as life 
vests.  The visits will take place on: 
 

Wednesday 13th May for Blue and Yellow Group and 
Friday 15th May for Green and Red Group 

 
 
Excursion to Blackburn Lake Sanctuary 
We are so excited about our very first excursion with our children.  We have 
planned a visit to the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary and we will participate in the 
Whitehorse Bushland Education Program.  The program provides environmental 
and sustainability education for pre-schools.  It is a free service run by Council 
officers and a team of volunteers.  Topics explored include wetlands, lake life, life 
cycles, food webs, urban water cycle and Indigenous history. 
Due to the high cost of hiring buses, we will be asking families to transport to and 
from the venue, arriving at 9.15am.  Parents and children will meet teachers at the 
venue.  The program runs from 9.15am – 12noon, followed by lunch together.  At 
approximately 12.45pm, we will ask families to transport children back to kinder to 
resume the rest of our session.  Parents may wish to take their children home from 
Blackburn Lake Sanctuary. 
More information will be sent out next week! 
We will be visiting: 
 
WEDNESDAY 10th JUNE – BLUE & YELLOW GROUPS                
 
FRIDAY 12th JUNE-  RED & GREEN GROUPS 
 
We are looking forward to a wonderful day! 
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Our Program 
Our Program has been super busy with many different interests 
we have been exploring! 
The children thoroughly enjoyed baking Anzac biscuits as we 
discussed the meaning and significance of 
Anzac Day.  We spoke about being brave 
and what being brave means to the children.  

We baked Anzacs, we made our own bravery medals and we 
made poppies.   Some children shared stories about their great 
grandfathers going off to War and how brave they were.  It was 
a lovely day and we loved eating our delicious Anzac cookies! 
 

Autumn has definitely visited us at 
kinder with many children noticing all 
the changes in the trees in our play 
yard as well as trees in their own back 
yards.  Children have brought leaves 
in, we’ve compared them, listened to 
how they “crunch”; we’ve talked 
about the changing colours and also 

seasons.  We have used our Autumn leaves in experiences, 
such as painting on leaves, leaf collages, leaf prints and even 
looking closely at 
 the leaves on our light box. 
 

 
We have made goop, used clay, 
we’ve made our very own volcano 
and we have watched it “explode”.  
We even hatched “dinosaur eggs”, 
using bicarb and conditioner to make 
an eggshell around tiny dinosaurs 
then we hatched them with vinegar 
and watched the dinosaurs “fizzle”!  

We were fascinated!    
 
 

The children have enjoyed playing dress ups, in 
particular, “mums and dads” and “babies”.  
There has also been a keen interest in 
measuring, using our measuring tapes to 
measure how long our constructions are, 
measuring lengths of blocks, we even measured 
our heights and made a chart!    The children 
have also had an interest in making paper 
planes and we have extended this measuring 

concept by measuring how far our planes have flown 
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Thank you 
Thank you to all our parent helpers this term.  We really enjoy having you come 
and “play” with us!  If you are able to join us, please visit our parent helper roster 
on the noticeboard in the foyer. 
This Friday 15th May, we have Andy’s Nonna join us in the kinder room and she is 
going to cook gnocchi with the children!   
We value parent participation within our program, so if you would like to come in 
and share a skill, talent or interest with us, please come and see us! 
 
 
Change of Clothes 

Please remember to send along a spare change of clothing 
in your child’s bag.  Kinder is such a busy, engaging 
environment and sometimes accidents happen!  Please 
label each item of clothing.  

 

Reminders 
 

*With the cooler weather starting to arrive, we will still be spending time 
outdoors so it is important to send warm clothing for your children.   

• If you wish, please send along a pair of gumboots, as the wetter 
weather starts, and keep them in your child’s locker.  We will 
encourage the children to change into them if we are playing in 
puddles and mud! 

• Please remember to sign in and out your child for each session. 
• The Parent Roster is pinned to the 4 year old notice board; please write 

your name down for duty for Term 2. 
• Please ensure your child has enough food to get through our long days.  

Healthy foods with less sugar content will help maintain the children’s energy 
levels throughout the day. 

 
 
Please come and speak to us if you have any concerns, feedback or suggestions! 
 
 
The 4 Year Old Team 
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“The Happy Kindergarten” 

	  

Dear	  Parents,	  

	  

We	  value	  your	  feedback	  and	  suggestions	  about	  our	  Pre-‐School	  and	  our	  programs.	  	  If	  you	  would	  like	  to	  share	  your	  
thoughts,	  suggestions,	  ideas	  or	  comments	  about	  Rangeview	  Pre-‐School,	  please	  use	  this	  form	  and	  place	  it	  into	  the	  
feedback	  /	  suggestion	  box	  in	  the	  foyer	  or	  pass	  to	  a	  staff	  member.	  You	  are	  also	  welcome	  to	  email	  your	  feedback	  to:	  
director@rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au	  	  

	  

	  

	  

Do	  you	  have	  any	  comments	  or	  suggestions	  for	  the	  program?	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Are	  there	  any	  particular	  experiences	  you	  or	  your	  child	  would	  like	  included	  in	  the	  program?	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Do	  you	  have	  any	  comments	  or	  suggestions	  for	  the	  Committee	  of	  Management?	  

	  

Rangeview Pre-School  
Association Incorporated   

3 Rupert Street, Mitcham, VIC, 3132 

Phone: 9874 5874      Fax: 9874 5949       
Assoc. Inc. A 0006307 C      ABN: 30 637 377 107 

rangeviewpreschool@bigpond.com.au 
www.rangeviewpreschool.vic.edu.au 

 


